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Statement on the Peace Process in
Northern Ireland
February 22, 1995

I welcome today’s announcement by Irish
Prime Minister Bruton and British Prime
Minister Major of the launching of a joint
framework document outlining their shared
proposals for inclusive talks on the future of
Northern Ireland. The publication of this
document marks another significant step for-
ward in the peace process. I congratulate
both Prime Ministers, former Irish Prime
Minister Albert Reynolds, Irish Foreign Min-
ister Dick Spring, and British Secretary of
State for Northern Ireland Sir Patrick
Mayhew, all of whom have worked hard and
risked much in the search for a new path
forward to reconciliation and lasting peace.

The framework document lays the founda-
tion for all-party talks among the British and
Irish Governments and the political parties
in Northern Ireland. The talks are intended
to be all-inclusive, with all issues on the table.
As the Irish and British Governments have
emphasized, the document is designed to as-
sist discussion and negotiation on Northern
Ireland and will not be imposed on any party.
The clear wish of the people of Northern Ire-
land is for a lasting peace. We call upon all
the parties to examine the document care-
fully and move forward on the basis of it.

The guns and bombs have been silent in
Northern Ireland for almost 6 months. The
benefits of peace are obvious to all, and I
urge the parties to seize this opportunity. I
will continue to strongly support the peace
process in Northern Ireland and to work with
the Governments of Ireland and the United
Kingdom to build on today’s courageous step
forward toward lasting peace. In addition, I
look forward to our Trade and Investment
Conference to be held this May as a way to
underscore the tangible benefits to peace.

Statement on Compensation for
Persian Gulf Veterans
February 22, 1995

Today, the country takes a long-overdue
step to recognize the sacrifices of these Per-
sian Gulf veterans. We are taking an unprec-

edented approach to assisting these veterans
by providing compensation for conditions
that have defied conventional diagnoses. We
encourage any Persian Gulf veteran who is
sick to file a claim, and we will automatically
reopen previously denied claims as a result
of this new law.

I felt that we could not wait on science.
For some Persian Gulf veterans like Michael
Sills, medical science does not have answers
today, but we must not and will not give up.

Michael Sills and veterans like him who
served their country honorably have earned
our gratitude. And when they are sick, we
must do what is right.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing that the President
met with Michael I. Sills, one of the first recipients
of a compensation check awarded to Persian Gulf
veterans with chronic disabilities resulting from
undiagnosed illnesses.

Executive Order 12950—
Establishing an Emergency Board To
Investigate a Dispute Between
Metro North Commuter Railroad
and Its Employees by Certain Labor
Organizations
February 22, 1995

Disputes exist between Metro North Com-
muter Railroad and certain of its employees
represented by certain labor organizations.
The labor organizations involved in these dis-
putes are designated on the attached list,
which is made a part of this order.

The disputes have not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway
Labor Act, as amended (45 U.S.C. 151 et
seq.) (the ‘‘Act’’).

A party empowered by the Act has re-
quested that the President establish an emer-
gency board pursuant to section 9A of the
Act (45 U.S.C. 159a).

Section 9A(c) of the Act provides that the
President, upon such request, shall appoint
an emergency board to investigate and report
on the disputes.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States of America, in-
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